
I hope that this article finds each of 
you, your lady, your family and 
friends all doing well.  

TSA in San Antonio is scheduled 
from June 3rd through June 5th, 
2021.  If you belong to a Unit and 
your Unit is planning to compete at 
TSA, your Divan will be there in 
business meetings and we hope 
that we are able to attend as many 
Unit competitions as our schedules 
will allow us to.  Please get your 
competition schedule to your Divan 
as soon as you get it, so that we 
can plan accordingly. Thank you 
and good luck!

POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
by Illustrious Sir Rick Peña

The May Stated Meeting will be back on 
the 3rd Monday,  May 17th.

On Saturday, April 17, 2021 we had our 25 and 50 Year Service Awards Day. It was well attended and 
the fellowship and stories that our 25 and 50 year members shared were all remarkable and touched 
everyone’s heart that attended with a few tears while the stories were told.
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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE contd.
by Illustrious Sir Rick Peña

Our next stated meeting before going dark in June, 
July and August will be on Monday May 17, 2021.  
Then we will meet again in September, which will be 
on Saturday, September 18, 2021.  The meal will be 
served at 1:00 p.m. with the Stated Meeting to follow 
at 2:00 p.m.  We hope to have a large attendance for 
an afternoon full of Fun and Fellowship. 

We hope to continue to have a Year of Fun and 
Fellowship with our Nobles and their Ladies, as well as 
with all our Families and Friends.  We still have several 
things planned this year, while keeping safety in the 
forefront. 

Naomi and I are Committed to the Temple, the Nobles 
and their Ladies, our Hospitals and our Children.  We, 
as your DIVAN are here to work for you, so please get 
with us with any ideas and or concerns you may have.

I’m only a phone call or email away, so call me at 
713-545-9204 or email me at (rpena1pasa@aol.com)
with any questions that I may be able to help you with.
If you call and I can’t answer the phone, please leave
me a message with your name and a call back number,
and I will call you back as soon as I can.

Yours in Faith,
Rick Peña
Potentate
Arabia Shrine

LOOKING ON AS THE
ASSISTANT RABBAN
by Noble Eddie O. Reed 

We have had a busy month since our last 
article. Your Divan continues its Unit and Club 
visits. For the month of April, we have visited or 
participated in 25 Club or Unit meetings and 
fundraising activities. 

Baytown Shrine had a very successful event for 
their Clay Shoot at Gene’s PowerSports in Mt. 
Belview. The Arabian Knights Chili Cook-off, on 
April 16-17 went well with some weather-related 
problems, but everything went well. The Patrol 
Spring Fling Fundraiser was awesome. Funny 
how you learn things in these types of activities. 
They had a “NOT SO NEWLYWED” game with 
special guests, it was lots of fun. The Insperity 
Golf Tournament went well except for the rain. 
David Hankins “Hot Rod'' and his team of 
volunteers did an excellent job in some not so 
friendly weather. Thanks, David, for all you do.

There are several activities coming up in May. 
The First Ladies Tea May 2, 2021. The Mayfest 
Parade coordinated by President Keith Kilgore 
at Brenham Shrine Club is on Saturday May 8th. 
Donuts at 8am, line up 9:30am & Parade at 
11:30am. 12:30pm lunch @ Graham Lodge #20, 

like any of these items. We are continuing to 
explore fundraising opportunities for Arabia, 
you will be hearing about some of those in the 
near future. I’m open to hearing any ideas that 
anyone has for fundraising activities. 

Your Divan is here to support and work with 
you all. If there is anything I can do to help you, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to me via 
phone 832-816-5681 or email me at 
corkybynum@yahoo.com.

Thanks again for all you do for Arabia. Have a 
great week!

Yours in Faith, 
Corky Bynum 
Chief Rabban

FROM THE CHIEF RABBAN’S 
SEAT
by Noble Corky Bynum

As the year continues to speed by, my lady Ruth 
Ann and I are looking forward to TSA and watching 
our Arabia Units compete. I know many are 
practicing and getting ready to represent Arabia 
and bring home those trophies! 

Even though our 2021 Circus has been canceled, we 
are still working on picking up and delivering any 
outstanding shirt orders. We also have some Ladies’ 
shirts to continue to sell. They are red and white 
with red, white, and blue bling on them, if you 
haven’t seen them. We also have T-shirts, caps, and 
visors still for sale. Please see Ruth Ann or I if you 
would
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908 US Hwy 290, Brenham, Tx 77833. Stated 
Meeting is on May 17, 2021 and your attendance is 
requested.

Please continue your CDC recommendations for the 
Covid-19 Virus.

As the Journey Continues,

Eddie O. Reed
Assistant Rabban
eoreed48@aol.com
713-542-3231

ORIENTAL GUIDE’S OUTLOOK
by Noble Ben LaBlanc

Hello again from the office of the Oriental Guide. I 
hope all is well with you and your families. Lady 
Alyssa and I (and little Ms. Avery too) have been 
traveling to many of the Unit and Club meetings 
and enjoy seeing the great participation. It 
appears to us that participation is higher now 
than it was pre-pandemic, and it is encouraging 
for the future of our organization. We have seen 
great attendance and incredible fellowship with 
almost every Unit or Club meeting we have been 
to recently. In fact, just the other night at Tomball 
Shrine Club, I don’t think you could have fit any 
more people in that room at Pecos Grilling 
Company for the meeting, and pretty much 
everyone stuck around after the meeting was 
over just to socialize and catch up. This is what 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE
HIGH PRIEST AND PROPHET
by Noble Bobby Hyde

This year we have been working on raising funds
for the Hospitals. We just got done with the
Insperity Golf Tournament. A special thanks to
Hotrod for heading this up for us and also to all of
the Nobles and Ladies that showed up to help. We
all had a great time and some good fellowship. As
soon as we hear of anymore Fundraisers, we will
be reaching out to the Nobility for help.

Good luck to everyone at TSA!!!

Bobby Hyde
High Priest & Prophet
rrh03@aol.com
832-244-1756

we as an organization need as that is what will 
ultimately drive membership.

As far as membership goes, we are off to a very 
strong start for the year. A third of the way 
through the year, we are on pace to bring in close 
to 75 new Nobles, and dues collection is WAY 
ahead of where it normally is this time of year. I 
ask that everyone continue to work hard for 
membership and visit your local Blue Lodges. If 
you’d like me to come for a visit to your Lodge, 
please reach out and let me know, and I’ll work it 
into my schedule to be there. We can all also 
continue to reach out to those who haven’t yet 
paid their 2021 dues, and encourage our brothers 
to become current. We have recently added a 
button to the Arabia Shriners website where 
Nobles can go online and pay their dues. See the 
screenshot below for where to find the button. 
This button will take you to a landing page where 
you can key in your member info (found on your 
dues card) and pay your dues. Keep up the good 
work Arabia!

In these first four months of being Oriental Guide, 
it has occurred to me and Lady Alyssa that we, as 
Divan, need to be more approachable to our 
Nobility. We have come up with a way that we 
think may help that. From now on, each month in 
my newsletter article, I will provide an interesting 
fact about me, Lady Alyssa or our family. Hopefully 
this takes some of the monotony out of these 
articles, and gives those who may not know us as 
well some information about who we are. You 
never know what you might learn about someone, 
or what knowledge might lead to in the future!

This month’s fact is about both Lady Alyssa and I. 
If you didn’t know it, or haven’t seen some of our 
posts on Facebook when we travel, we are HUGE 
Ice Cream fanatics. Some may even call us Ice 
Cream connoisseurs! Everywhere we travel, we 
always search out a new ice cream parlor that we 
haven’t been to and try the local fare. We have 
been to ice cream stores in well over 20 states and 
8 countries (and have the pictures to prove it)! We 
have never found an ice cream joint we didn’t like. 
What is your favorite ice cream place? Let us 
know, if we haven’t been there, we’d love to check 
it out!

Fraternally,
Ben LaBlanc
Oriental Guide 2021
lablanclegacyshriner@gmail.com
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PATROL UPDATE
by Noble Stephen Aganan

NOTICE OF STATED MEETING
Notice is hereby giving that the next regularly scheduled meeting of Arabia Shriners 

will be held Monday May 17, 2021. 7:00 pm. Dinner will be served. Please RSVP 
online or to the Temple. Wear your Fez - 2021 dues card required.

This meeting is subject to state and local COVID-19 guidelines.

Dale Dickman
Recorder

Rick Peña
Potentate

    Continued on next page

FROM THE RECORDER
by Noble Dale Dickman

For the month of May, I wanted to give you an 
update on what we have been doing at the 
Temple!

Outside of the normal housekeeping, which 
includes cleaning and polishing floors, stocking 
restrooms, replacing light bulbs, we have repaired 
two (2) air conditioners, fixed stopped up toilets, 
steam cleaned the ballroom carpets, cleaned 
(acid and steam) all of the restroom floors, and 
replaced our computer server.  Finally, cleaning 
leftovers out of the refrigerators – to include dirty 
serving utensils.  Refrigerators are supposed to 
be cleaned after use and leftovers are not 
supposed to be left – when that happens, we will 
dispose of whatever is left.

It also looks like almost all of the bushes and 
palm trees outside are coming back after the 
freeze.  The fence along the front of the property 
has been repaired and painted.

The Arabian
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PATROL UPDATE
by Noble Art Valdez - Patrol Captain

On Saturday night, May 1st, 2021 the Arabia 
Shrine Patrol Unit held it's annual spring fling 
event entitled The Family Fun Night. This event 
was organized by the Patrol Social Lieutenant 
Randy Morgan and Lady Linda Morgan and their 
committee members.

It was a night of great food, unlimited boos, 
laughter, dancing, lots of fun and great 
camaraderie among brothers and guests.

A game was part of this event, It was called "The 
Not So-Newly Wed" hosted by Patrol Social 
Lieutenant Randy Morgan and Lady Linda 
Morgan and a Silent Auction that was put 
together by Past Captain James Gorden and 
Lady Rebecca.

There was a great turn out, it was well attended 
by members of Arabia Shrine , families and 
friends. Illustrious Potentate Rick Peña and first 
Lady Naomi were among the guests, and other 
members of the Divans and families as well.

The party was opened with an invocation by the 
Patrol Secretary and a member of the Shrine 
Board of Trustees Stephen Agananl, followed by 
welcome greetings and introduction of Patrol 
Officers and Divans by Patrol Captain Art Valdez 
and Patrol Lieutenant Randy Morgan.

Dinner was served after all the introductions 
were done, and the food was great that was 
prepared by Past Captain Claude Eichenour and 
his group. Right after dinner, the very 
entertaining game show "The Not So-Newly 
Wed" started.

Four couples consisted as the contestants: 
Illustrious Potentate Rick and Lady Naomi, Past 
Captain James Gorden and Lady Rebecca, Patrol 
Drill Lt. and Board of Director Greg Edmonds 
and Lady Patty, and Patrolman and Shrine Inner 
Guard Emit Abanilla and Lady Rachel.

We have an electrician coming in to replace 
some of the “security” light fixtures, install 
lights at the warehouse entrances, and install 
additional outlets in several areas throughout 
the Temple.  We have also purchased ceiling 
tiles and repaired the damaged ceiling tiles in 
the Greeters, Arabian Knights, and Directors 
Staff unit rooms. A.J. (Doc) DiCaro and Raul 
also disinfected the entire Temple (against 
COVID) during the month of April!

I would also like to ask each Noble, and their 
Ladies, to help identify things that need to be 
fixed – if the lights are burnt out (inside the 
building or in the parking lot) tell us; trash 
someplace tell us, if something is broken or 
needs repair tell us!  It’s easy, just send a short 
email to recorder@shriners-houston.org with a 
brief statement about the problem (who, what, 
when, where – don’t worry about why).  Your 
taking a few minutes to tell us something 
needs fixed will be a big help as we do not 
usually turn on the lights or go into the Unit 
rooms – unless someone tells us something 
needs fixed.

Thanks for helping us to update WebFez with 
good contact information.  By the way, a new 
function has been added to the website 
(https://www.arabiashriners.org/) – at the 
bottom of the page on the right side you will 
see a header labeled “Quick Links” and under 
that the 3rd link is “Pay Your Dues” – you can 
now Pay Your Dues online!

By the way, we hosted a fantastic ceremony to 
recognize our 50-Year and 25-Year Service 
Awards on the 17th of April – it was great 
seeing some faces that we had not seen in a 
while. We are currently generating a list of 
those Nobles who qualified for this recognition 
since we moved to the Harwin Drive location 
and plan to make these presentations as soon 
as we can!

Summer is fast approaching with a parade in 
Brenham on May 8th, Texas Shrine Association 
in San Antonio, and Imperial 2021 in July – have 
fun, be safe and let me know if there is 
anything that the staff here at the Temple can 
do for you!

The next Stated meeting is on May 17th, with 
a meal at 6 P.M. and the meeting starts 
promptly at 7 P.M. -  I hope you can attend!

Sincerely & Fraternally,

Dale Dickman
Recorder
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The Arabian

There were 3 judges, Lady Ruth Ann Bynum, 
Lady Fey Valdez and Patrol member Otto Akers. 
The game was full of laughter and entertainment 
as well. The game was about a series of 
questions about the contestants' personal 
preferences and desires, past and present, and 
there were two rounds consisted the game. 

James and Rebecca, Greg and Patty led the first 
round, but the second round was dominated by 
Illustrious Rick and Lady Naomi and they ended 
winning the game and came with a Perry's 
Steakhouse' Gift Certificate, compliment of the 
Patrol Unit. Congratulations to Illustrious Rick 
and Lady Naomi.  

Dancing started after the game and everyone 
had a blast.

To sum it up, it was a great evening of fun and 
laughter, guests had a wonderful time, they all 
enjoyed the food, the entertainment, and most of 
all the fellowship over all.

The Silent Auction organized by Past Captain 
James and Rebecca Gorden turned out a huge 
success as well. All items were sold, and 
accounted for.

Many thanks to everyone who helped in this 
project. Thank you all for the support to the 
Arabia Patrol Unit.

We'll see you again next year!

Art Valdez
Patrol Captain

PATROL ALMOST READY
FOR TSA
by Noble Stephen Aganan

Drill practices continue as we march closers to 
TSA! This year, Patrol is getting ready to regain 
the 1st place honors at TSA in San Antonio. With 
3 rookies and the veterans leading the charge, 
we are confident that we can retake the throphy. 
Our Drill Lt. Greg Edmonds has been guiding us 
in our drill practices. But at the end of the day, 
the drill is just another way to foster 
camaraderie amongst the Nobles. We are here 
to have fun and continue the traditions of 
Patrol! 

INSPERTIY GOLF
TOURNAMENT VOLUNTEERS 
by Noble Mike Sevilla
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membership.

As far as membership goes, we are off to a very 
strong start for the year. A third of the way 
through the year, we are on pace to bring in close 
to 75 new nobles, and dues collection is WAY 
ahead of where it normally is this time of year. I ask 
that everyone continue to work hard for member-
ship and visit your local Blue lodges. If you’d like 
me to come for a visit to your lodge, please reach 
out and let me know, and I’ll work it into my sched-
ule to be there. We can all also continue to reach 
out to those who haven’t yet paid their 2021 dues, 
and encourage our brothers to become current. 
We have recently added a button to the Arabia 
Shriners website where nobles can go online and 
pay their dues. See the screenshot below for 
where to find the button. This button will take you 
to a landing page where you can key in your 
member info (found on your dues card) and pay 
your dues. Keep up the good work Arabia!

In these first four months of being Oriental Guide, 
it has occurred to me and Lady Alyssa that we, as 
Divan, need to be more approachable to our 
nobility. We have come up with a way that we 
think may help that. From now on, each month in 
my newsletter article I will provide an interesting 
fact about me, Lady Alyssa or our family. Hopefully 
this takes some of the monotony out of these 
articles, and gives those who may not know us as 
well some information about who we are. You 
never know what you might learn about someone, 
or what that knowledge might lead to in the 
future!

This month’s fact is about both Lady Alyssa and I. 
If you didn’t know it, or haven’t seen some of our 
posts on Facebook when we travel, we are HUGE 
Ice Cream fanatics. Some may even call us Ice 
Cream connoisseurs! Everywhere we travel, we 
always search out a new ice cream parlor that we 
haven’t been to and try the local fare. We have 
been to ice cream stores in well over 20 states and 
8 countries (and have the pictures to prove it)! We 
have never found an ice cream joint we didn’t like. 
What is your favorite ice cream place? Let us know, 
if we haven’t been there, we’d love to check it out!

Fraternally,
Ben LaBlanc
Oriental Guide 2021
lablanclegacyshriner@gmail.com
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In
The
Story
Of Your
Success,
This is
Chapter One

DEMOLAY STRIVES TO
Develop young men between the 
ages of 12 and 21 into better 
leaders of character.

Teach young men to live their 
lives by seven core values.

Provide young men with quality 
guidance and mentorship.

Allow young men to control and 
shape their DeMolay Experience.

BEGIN YOUR
DEMOLAY

EXPERIENCE
TODAY!

DeMolay International
10200 NW Ambassador Drive

Kansas City, MO 64153
Toll Free: 1-800-DEMOLAY

(1-800-336-6529)
Email: DeMolay@DeMolay.org

ARABIA TEMPLE WELCOMES NEW DEMOLAY CHAPTER
The Templar Chapter Orde of DeMolay is now 
up and running! This DeMolay Chapter is 
sponsored by Walter M. Pierson Lodge No. 
1339. Last month, Templar Chapter initiated and 
conducted its first members. If you know any 
young men between the ages of 12 to 21 and 
you think are good candidates for DeMolay, 
contact the Chairman of the Chapter Advisory 
Council Maynard B. Fernando at 832-858-7524 
or the Chapter Advisor, Stephen Aganan at 
832-335-4090.
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PATROL’s FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Photos by Noble Michael Paul McDaniel

May 1, 2021

To see complete album,
visit www.arabiashriners.org

On Saturday night, May 1st, 2021 The Arabia 
Shrine Patrol Unit held it's annual spring fling 
event entitled The Family Fun Night. This event 
was organized by the Patrol Social Lieutenant 
Randy Morgan and Lady Linda Morgan and their 
committee members.

It was a night of great food, unlimited boos, 
laughter, dancing, lots of fun and great camara-
derie among brothers and guests.

A game was part of this event, It was called "The 
Not So-Newly Wed" hosted by Patrol Social 
Lieutenant Randy Morgan and Lady Linda 
Morgan and A Silent Auction that was put 
together by Past Captain James Gorden and 
Lady Rebecca.

There was a great turn out, it was well attended 
by members of Arabia Shrine , families and 
friend. 
Illustrious Potentate Rick Pena and the first Lady 
Naomi were among the guests, and the full 
whole members of the Divans as well.

The party was opened with an invocation by the 
Patrol Secretary and a member of the Shrine 
Board of Trustees Stephen Aganan Patrol, 
followed by welcome greetings and introduction 
of Patrol Officers and Divans by Patrol Captain 
Art Valdez and Patrol Lieutenant Randy Morgan.

Dinner was served After all the introductions 
were done,the food was great.

Right after dinner, the very entertaining game 
show "The Not So-Newly Wed" started.

Four 4 couples consisted the contestants, 
Illustrious Potentate Rik and Lady Naomi, Past 
Captain James Gorden and Lady Rebecca, 
Patrol Drill Lt.and Board of Director Greg 
Edmonds and Lady Patty, and Patrolman and 
Shrine Inner Guard Guard Emit Abanilla and 
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The Arabian

MAIFEST PARADE
Brenham, Texas

Photos by Noble Jim Clark 
May 8, 2021

To see complete album,
visit www.arabiashriners.org
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